Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

same idea and carried it out with a much more
efficient mechanical appliance, which has been
changed but little in general design to this day;
but neither of these men were able to make
steel All they accomplished was to remove
from pig iron the silicon and carbon, Robert;
Mushet was the man who first; found out how
to make Bessemer steel by recarburixing the iron
after it has been blown in a converter. Kelly
reaped very little benefit, also, but he will al-
ways be regarded by Americans as the actual
discoverer of the fundamental element in this
great process, and the little converter which he
had made at the Cambria Iron Works and used
there with more or less success in 1861 and
1862 is an enduring monument to the spirit of
discovery and the persistent efforts which have
made the steel business what it is.

The manufacture of Bessemer steel did not:
attain any headway in this country until 1867,
but when it did finally start, its results were
tremendous/. It built the railroads of the
United States, as well as most of our sky-
scrapers, bridges and ships, yet in spite of this
fact, it now seems destined, to give place to an
older and more expensive process, that of the
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